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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 
imder37C.F.R.§ 1.121 



Please replace the paragraph no. [0003] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0003] Neckties of the type presently known are made of one single portion of fabric 
of various types (for example silk, cotton, leather etc.) produced according to traditional 
designs including: a first section defining the main body of the necktie, also called the 
blade, a second central section, with a width smalls than the width of the previous first 
section, and destined to be tied around the user's neck in order to obtain, in conjunction 
with a third section, also called the tail, a knot around the front of the user's neck. 
Finally, the third section stands, when tiie necktie is in use, behind the above-mentioned 
first section of the necktie. 



.Please replace the paragraph no. [0041] with the following amended paragraph: 

Figures 8 and 9 (the model shown in figure 9 represents another embodiments of the 
novel neckties having particularly efficacy) show two additional exploded versions of 
the necktie 1 in which the already mentioned sections 2, 3 and 4 of the first portion P 
and 6a, 6b and 6c (the latter only shown in figure 8) of the second portion 6, are clearly 
visible and can be joined by the necktie producer or by the user, by means of 
attachments 7, so as to obtain the two already mentioned portions P and 6 making up 
the final necktie 1 . 



-9- 



PAGE 13/20 ■ RCVD AT ia/17/2CMI8 1:11:29 PM {Eastern Daylight Time] " 8VR:U8PTO-EPXRF-4/0 * DNI8:2738300 * C8ID:Pax 



* DURATION (min-ss):22-32 



Pm:Alessandro Mattloll (15712738300) 



19:11 10/17/08GMT+02 Pg 14-23 



MATTIOLI 

Application No. 10/527,194 - Art Unit 3765 

October 16, 2008 - Reply to Office Action of April 1 7, 2008 

Please add the follo^ving text after paragraph no. [0037] : 

More clearly, the neckties that are the subject of this application differ from 
said neckties like the one illustrated in the above-mentioned patent application 
NO.BO98U000080 (Italian patent 244759 of March 14, 2002) owing to Ae feet that 
they do not present the following drawbacks: 

a) the height of the knot is never so small that it does not match with the rest of the 
necktie (which is something that would happen when tying the above mentioned 
necktie, having two blades superimposed at one end and a tail that is narrower than 
the two superimposed blades at the opposite end, in a way to display three separate 
blades visible on the user); 

b) a knot sufficiently matching the rest of the necktie cannot be obtained by tying a 
necktie consisting of two blades superimposed at one end and one tail that is 
narrower than the two motioned blades at the opposite end, in a way that it 
displays three blades always visible at Ae same time or is obtainable only by 
renouncing the aesthetic harmony of the rest of the necktie and in particular of 

the area under the knot, where the top areas of the underlying blades 6C and 4 
would disappear as they would be covered by blade 2, stretched in order to obtain 
a more harmonious height of the knot, and therefore with the knot as a whole, 

compared to the rest of the necktie; 

c) the simultaneous presence of the two separate strips of fabric visible on the knot, 
preferably with different pattern and/or color etc. (whose edges generally form 
three or four almost horizontal segments) and of tiie three or more separate 
blades also visible, is not easily achievable with a necktie consisting of two 
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blades superimposed at one end and one tail that is narrower than both blades at 
the opposite end, even more so when considering that the necktie features a 
moving" model and in this case the movements, that is the adjustments that 
lead the user to loosen or tighten the necktie's knot during its use, easily lead the 
mentioned necktie not to simultaneously show the two separate superimposed 
strips of fabric in the knot and the three blades in view anymore (the two strips in 
the knot disappear completely or partially following these movements, thereby 
eliminating one additional original element - indeed, the two separate 
superimposed strips already on their own enable the viewer to understand that the 
necktie he/she is looking at is not of traditional type, — furthermore, the. 
upper edge of the seam of the middle area (6b) of the superimposed blade (6) 
may unaesthetically appear on the knot or right below it); 
d) again with the aim of obtaining a necktie that has an impact on the viewer due to 
^ its unprecedented originality, displaying three or more separate superimposed 

blades, it may also be added that the most complex types of knot cannot be made 
using as active part, to be wrapped around the passive part, just the tail of a 
necktie having two superimposed blades at the opposite end of the mentioned tail, 
unless the unaesthetic turns made with the active tail to obtain the knot are 
exposed (from an aesthetic point of view, it would better to hide them from view 
so that the knot can appear as perfect and as "clean" as possible); otherwise, an 
attempt can be made to make these complex knots in an aesthetic fashion, 
although in this case the active tail used for making the knot must have such a 
width that the mentioned necktie would result in presenting the drawback 
of top areas of the underlying blades 6c and 4 under point b; 
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e) unless it is fixed with a tie-pin for example or with other suitable means, the 
smallest blade 2 of a necktie featuring three blades simultaneously visible and 
obtained by tying a necktie having two blades superimposed to one end and a 
tail narrower than mentioned two blades at the opposite end, moves in a rather 
unaesthetic fashion, like an isolated piece, lurthermore the most visible among 
the three (which highlights the clear lack of aesthetics of such a solution), in 
addition to tending to rotate around its vertical axis, since it is rather narrow: this 
element fiirther highlights the disharmony that the mentioned necktie with two 
superimposed blades on one side and one nanrower tail on the other side features 
when it is tied in a way to show all three blades in view at the same time. 



Please add the following text after paragraph no. [0038]: 

The neckties that are subjects of this application differ clearly even from the known 
neckties made of pleated fabric which, owing to their pleated blades, may look similar 
to neckties having superimposed blades of different length (therefore may look similar, 
for example, to the neckties illustrated in figure 5a of this application), but in reality can 
in no way be exchanged for them, since the plated "blade" effect is easily 
distinguishable from two or more single superimposed classic blades. 

This is true in any case and therefore even more so when considering that the 
superimposed blades of the neckties that are the subject of this patent application are, at 
least partially, able to move one from the other also when in use by the user; this 
movement catmot certainly be made by fake pleated *T5lades", which remain always 
reciprocally fixed, while the profiles of the tips of the fake pleated blades lie always next 
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to each other (in the neckties with pleated "blades'*, this lower profile, when looking at 
the necktie in use by the user from the front, is made up of various segments roughly 
aligned to form one single segment - or maximum two, in the classical shape of **V"- 
which represents the lower edge of the pleated necktie) and this confers the pleated 
necktie a different aesthetic character conq)ared to the neckties that are the subject of this 
application, in addition to, above all, suggesting to the viewer that the pleated necktie 
might in reality be a necktie made up of single superimposed and in any case separate 
blades, but may also be, as it actually is, a simple pleated necktie: therefore, it cannot be 
iinmistakably perceived as a special necktie' never seen before, different from normal 
neckties featuring one single blade and one single tail and the fact of not being able to 
absolutely exclude the possibility that it may singly be a pleated necktie makes it a 
normal necktie that is very likely to consist, for those who see it, of one single tail and 
one single blade, even if pleated. On the contrary, all the neckties that are the subject of 
this patent application allow the viewer to immediately deduce that they are particularly 
original neckties that clearly differ from the normal neckties featuring one single blade 
and one single tail, even if it were just for their tips that cannot be obtained by simply 
pleating one single piece of fabric or other material (without considering the already 
mentioned distinguishing features of the separate superimposed "blades'* as compared 
to fake "blades" which the pleating, if you wish, may generate with its aesthetic effect 
and the possibility of moving, at least partially). 

Therefore, in conclusion, whoever observes even for just a second any of the 
neckties that are the subject of this application will immediately deduce that it cannot have 
been obtained by simply pleating the fabric (or other material) of one blade and, by 
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displaying one or more blades, it caimot consist of just one blade and one tail like classic 
neckties,thereby innnediately perceiving that this a particularly original necktie never 
seen before. 



Please add the following text after paragraph no. [0050]: 

In this case appear obvious that the mentioned blades (three, in the preferred 
embodiment) may be equipped with adjustment means (7) with the primary purpose of 
adjusting the total length of the necktie, so that it better adapts to the various heights of the 
users and their preferred method of tying it, and adjust the reciprocal position of the blades, 
also when the necktie is already tied. In this case, which represent a preferible embodiment 
of the tie composed by three blades, the small (6a) and medium (2) blades may be stitched 
together and the first portion of tie so obtained may be associable to the large blade (4), 
representing the second portion of the tie, with reversible and adjustable means (7). 



Please add the following text after para^aph no« [0055]: 

The necktie accessory can fundamentally be sai^ to lack any practical usefiilness: 
substantially, the necktie does not solve any practical problem and its reason to exist lies 
in its value as an accessory meant to enhance, beautify and complement clothes as well 
as convey, depending on the case, different types of smsation to the wearer as well as to 
the viewers. As an accessory "in its pure state", the necktie undoubtedly has an aesthetic 
value, but furthermore, has a communicative value, and communicating originality, 
uniqueness and individtiality as a mle means conmiunicating characteristics that, 
graerally speaking, are quite rare on the market: aesthetic uniqueness and individuality. 
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infact, are the main problem to solve in the field of clothing accessories, the main aim 
for the most part of manufacturers. 

There is no doubt that a necktie consisting of separate superimposed blades can be 
easily distinguished from a necktie consisting of fake blades printed on the fabric or 
obtained with so-called jacquard structure and it is certain that the necktie obtained with 
these last two solutions would in no way have the same innovative and distinguishing 
character of the necktie obtained with single superimposed blades or in any case blades 
formed by separate and associated (for example sewn) portions of fabric (or other 
material), which, much more than a design may come close, though marginally^ to the 
effect of the single supmmposed blades. 

The above mentioned distinctions can be undoubtedly made with absolute 
spontaneity regardless of whether the user stands just a few meters opposite us or is 
much further since, among other things, the above mentioned blades can move, at least 
partially, from the others and are therefore even more easily distinguishable as separate 
superimposed portions of fabric. 

Therefore, since the neckties that are the subject of this ^)plication are characterized 
by special originality and novelty, they belong to those types of products that are 
initially identified for their rare characteristics, and for which the other characteristics 
that they feature, in this case: colors, designs, fabric types, etc., are m second place 
compared to the individualization mix - represented, for the neckties that are the subject 
of this application, by the simultaneous presence of factors: three or more separate and 
superimposed blades in view, multilayered knot, hamionic knot and harmony among 
the various blades, therefore harmony of the entire necktie, comparable to a traditional 
necktie. 
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I therefore believe that the objective of obtaining neckties that represent an aesthetic 
complement for the user, but at the same time, especially, feature a distinguishing 
character and make themselves noticed as innovative and original accessories, different 
to all the neckties on the market so far — and of enabling the user to personalize the 
necktie which he intends to wear with a certain freedom to interchange the blades 
according to taste - is achieved with the manufacture of neckties having the 
chaiBcteristics described in this patent application. 

Furthermore, the neckties that are the subject of this application allow both the user 
and the manufacturer to obtain economic advantages of various types: the ease for the 
user of obtaining various combinations starting from a few associable blades, in the case 
of a necktie consisting of two or more assembled parts; savings in storage costs and 
fabric re-absorption time for the manufacturer. In general, therefore, we can say that the 
neckties that are the subject of this application also reach the aim of providing the 
producers and/or sellers with marketing advantages in the widest sense of the word in 
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